
Contents 

Acknowledgntents IX 

Ahbr~viations and Acronynts x 
l~"lble ofTreaties and Legislation XI 1 

l~"lbh~ of Cases, Advisory Opinions and Heports xv 

PART 1 
Wonzens Riglzts in Regional Hu1nan Riglzts Law Reginzes 

1 Introduction 3 
1.1 Background 3 
1 ., Hcsearch Questions 12 

1.3 Materials and Delin1itations 13 

1.4 Stntcturc 16 

2 The Hegional Huntan Rights La\v Systen1s 17 

2.1 Introduction 17 
2.2 The European Hun1an Rights Law Systen1 17 

2.3 The lnter-American Human Rights Law Systen1 19 

2.4 The African Human Rights Law System 23 

PART 2 

Theoretical Perspectives 

3 Feminist Legal Methods and Theories 27 
3.1 What are Women's Rights? The Controversies of Categorization: 

Women, Sex and Gender 27 
3.2 Feminist Legal Methods in Intemational Law 40 

3·3 Feminist Theoretical Approaches and Gaps in Human 

Rights Law Protection 46 
3·4 Consequences of Gaps in Protection 93 

3·5 Summary 99 

4 Considering Gender in Norm Interpretation 101 

4.1 Integrating Women's Rights-A Reinterpretation of the 

Scope of Rights 101 



VI 

42 Gender Mainstreaming wf> 
43 Gender-sensitive lnt, . 
44 A k 

erpretataon of Highh 1oq 

e nowledgin G 1 · 
45 

g ene er Stereotvping uH 
Treaty Interpretat. M h . . . . 
e IOn et ods bv t}w Ht·gaonal lltun~•n Ht~hts 
00~ ~ . ' . 

46 Introducing Positiv ~ ObJ· . . . 
Prote t e tgtlltons for Stah·" and tlw 1 >utv to 

e 162 · 
4 7 Acknowled · 
48 A kn gmg Vulnerability If),J 

e owledging 1 , . · 
49 Con 1 d' ntersectwnalitv IHh 

e u mg Remarks 187 " 

PART 3 

Regional]urisprud 
ence on ltj , . omen s Rtghts 

5 Non-disc . . • nrnmar 5 1 1 Ion and E 1 · ntroducu .. qua ity l<JI 
5·2 Th on 191 . 

e Europ 
5·3 The 1 ean Coun of Hu 
5·4 nter-Arnenc man Hights Iq4 

The Afr¡ an Human Ir 1 . · 
5·5 S can Corn . . . Ignts SystPnl :!Iq 

umrna missJOn on 11 , . . . . ry 226 um<~n and PPoplt's Haghts 

6 Sexual v· 1 
6 lo ence 

,¡ lntr d 228 
6 o Uction 

•2 Fe01¡
0

. 228 
6 1st Dis 

·3 l'he E course 2 
6.4 1'h Uropean C 31 

e lnte o un of H 
6.5 l'he J\f.¿ r-Antencan H uman Rights 23H 
6 6 . • UflCan e Utnan Ri h · Fina} R Ollltnis · g ts Systen1 300 

eflecr Sion on H . , . , •ons 
34 

uman and Peoples lbghts 
7 Forced ""' 3 

!'iUd' 
7·1 Int •ty 34s 
7 roduct· 
·2 Fe . Ion 

7.3 llllnist o· 345 
l'he E Iscourse 

7 ·4 l'he Uropean C 34 7 
7.5 lnter-Arn oun of H 

1'he 1\fr¡ encan H Utnan Rights 348 
7.6 Dis can Co urnan Ri h 

CUssion rnrnission g ts System 351 

8 ForcedG 353 on Hurnan and Peuples' Rights 

8.¡ 1 Ynaec l 
8 ntrod o ogicat 

·2 Fe . Uction Exatn¡ . 
lllinist 1)· 362. nabons 362 

Iscou rse 
363 

CO~TE~TS 

8.3 The European Court of H un1an Rights 364 

8.4 The lnter-Anu'rican Hun1an Hights Systen1 382 
8.5 The African Con1n1ission on Hun1an and Peoples' Rights 386 

8.6 Concluding Ren1arks 386 

9 Domcstic Violcnce 387 
9.1 Introduction 387 
9.2 Fen1inist Discourse 390 
9·3 The European Court of H un1an Rights 395 
9·4 The lnter-American Hun1an Rights Systen1 437 
g.s Thc African Con1mission on Hun1an and Peoples' Rights 4S1 

g.6 Final Ren1arks 452 

10 Slavery, Servitude, Forced Labour and Human Trafficking 4S5 

10.1 lntroduction 455 
10.2 Fen1inist Discourse 458 
10.3 The European Court of H un1an Rights 463 
10.4 The Inter-An1erican Human Rights Systen1 so4 
10.5 The African Comn1ission on Human and Peoples' Rights sos 

n Reproductive Rights so6 

11.1 lntroduction 506 
11.2 Which Human Rights'? 510 

11.3 Feminist Discourse 513 
11.4 Access to Abortion 519 
11.5 Forced and Coerced Sterilization 564 
11.6 Assisted Reproductive Technologies 580 

11.7 Maternal Health-Care 604 

12 Freedom of Religion and Gender: The Islamic Headscarf 633 

12.1 Introduction 633 
12.2 Feminist Discourse 634 
12.3 The European Court of Human Rights 639 

13 Summary and Final Reflections 659 

13.1 Introduction 659 
13.2 Gender-Sensitive Norm Interpretation 659 
13.3 Theoretical Impediments to Gender-Sensitivity 683 

13-4 Final Reflections 701 

Bibliography 705 

Index 733 

VIl 


